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Everyone
Needs a
Friend

Sometimes it is easi-
er to complain than to
take action about
Richmond Public
Schools. One area group
that has chosen to get
involved and learn the
issues on a more personal level is Friends of
Fourth District Schools.

The Friends of Fourth District is a non-
profit organization that supports public edu-
cation. Their mission states that they are
dedicated to enriching the Fourth District
public school experience for children
through advocacy, volunteerism and
resource development.

Last year the group raised $1,000
towards fourth district elementary schools
wish lists. They have provided volunteers
for various elementary school events, pre-
sented a zoning proposal to the School
Board and wrote a grant to convert Westover
Hills Elementary School’s Courtyard into a
math and science learning center. Westover
Hills received $3,000 for this renovation.

Their message board http://groups.yahoo.
com/group/districtfourschools provides a
resource for residents to read the latest news
about fourth district schools, join discus-
sions about current issues (like the appoint-
ed/elected school board debate), and hear
about the experiences of District Four par-
ents. Over 100 members Friends of Fourth
District Schools span the district from the
Fisher School to Westover Hills.

Friends of Fourth District Schools can
provide the link between fellow parents
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interested in their neighborhood public
shools. To join, find meeting and event
information, or to read online posts, visit
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/district-
fourschools
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Look What’s Happening
In 4th District Schools

¢ Kimberly Colbert receives a $25,000
Milken Family Foundation National
Educator Award. Colbert is the science
department chair at Thompson Middle
School.

@ Westover Hills Elementary’s media
center is getting a makeover thanks to
a READesign grant from the Heart of
America Foundation in collaboration
with Capital One

¢ Teams from Thompson Middle
School’s Technology Student Associa
tion won two state-wide competitions
in Cyberspace Design and Technol-
ogy Transfer. In addition, the school’s
teams won nine third place awards
and teacher Kathleen Stansbury was
named Outstanding Advisor for the
state

& Congratulations to Xavier Davis of
Huguenot High who is a 2007 Gates
Scholar.

@ RPS was proud to announce that over
99% of the Class of 2007 have plans
to continue their education after
graduation — a 24% increase over last
year’s graduating class.
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Special Membership Offer for New SRA Members!

Have you heard the news? New members can join Southampton Recreation Associa-
tion (3201 Chellowe Road) at current annual rates (before the rate increase in January),
and your membership will run from October 2007 through December 2008. Your fam-
ily can enjoy the ice rink and tennis courts for two months -- free! SRA offers Satur-
day morning skating classes for kids, or you may sign up for private lessons or hockey
clinics. Our ice rink is this area’s best-kept secret and most incredible treasure. What
better place to learn to skate than a small, community, family-oriented ice rink? SRA
skaters cherish the rink and we’d love to share it with you! Call the SRA office today
(272-7401) to request a membership packet. Visit our web site for more information —

ICE-RINK OPENING PLANNED LATE NOVEMBER.
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Signs of History

These signs mark the
Upper Oxbow Loop

of the recently cre-
ated John Smith Trail.
Described as a 40-site
water and auto tour for
the modern explorer,
the trail consists of three loops start-
ing in Newport News and ending in
Richmond where the the falls of the
James stopped Smith from travel-
ing further west. For a map of the
complete trail go to www.virginia.
org/johnsmithtrail.




