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June 5th brought perfect weather for running, hanging out 
with neighbors, biking, and all the other activities 
Southampton Riverfest brings. This year seventy-four walkers 
and runners took on the 5K wicked river run. The men’s over-
all standings from first place to third, went to John Mark 
Overvold, Christopher Clark, and Paul Smartschan. Women’s 
overall first place to third  went to Briana Whaley, Alaina 
Redd, and Melissa Upchurch. For a detailed breakdown of  the 
race go to scarichmond.com.

The excitement of the 5k was replaced by a more leisurely 
tone complimented by the music of idumea social orchestra. 
Hot dogs were grilled, neighborhood business Riverside 
Outfitters introduced their boat rental business, providing 
opportunities to take kayaks out for a short paddle and bicycles 
and walkers took to the road. 

We want to again thank all those that volunteered to help as 
well as our sponsors, Harper and Associates, Jasons Deli, 
Positive Vibe, Miss Hathaway’s, Stewart Green, Riverside 
Outfitters, Target and Ukrops at Forest Hill. 

New Bridge on the Horizon

The drawings of the new Huguenot Bridge looked like a 
stretched out version of the current bridge, with two 12 foot 
traffic lanes, two ten foot breakdown/bike lanes and two five 
foot pedestrian walkways. These were the plans presented by 
Virginia Department of Transportation in September at a meet-
ing coordinated by Delegate Katherine Waddell to provide 
southside Richmond and Henrico neighbors a chance to see 
plans and hear some of the project details.

In order to keep this essential route open, one half of the 
new bridge will be constructed just to the west of the old 
bridge. Once this section is completed traffic will be diverted 
to the new section and the old bridge demolished. The eastern 
half of the bridge will be constructed and the two joined.

The project estimated to cost $51 million is now in the 
design approval phase. VDOT is currently seeking verbal or 
written comments on its plans. Once the design is finalized 
right of ways will be secured and utilities coordinated. By 
2010 the job will go out for bids. Construction should start in 
late 2010 and be completed in 2012 or early 2013. 

A public hearing will be held November 13th at Bon Air 
Elementary School from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to get input 
from citizens in regards to design, construction etc. You may 
give your verbal or written comments then or submit written 
comments by November 23, 2007. Plans can also be reviewed 
at the City of Richmond Public Works Dept., 900 E. Broad 
Street, 6th floor in the engineering section.

For further information contact Mr. Steven R. McNeely, 
project manager, at 804-524-6152, steven.mcneely@VDOT.
virginia.gov or visit the project website  www.virginiadot.org/
projects.

Ralph White shares the 
river critters with an 
eager audience.

The 5k Wicked River Run 
starts along the beauti-
ful James River.

Bike transporta-
tion provide by
RiverCity  
Rickshaw 

The Leaves Are Falling
It’s that time of year again. Here are three easy ways to 

handle their fall.

Allow city trucks to vacuum your leaves. 
• Rake leaves to your property line.
• Do not rake leaves into the street.
• Leaves must be placed out for collection by  

	 the start date indicated for your route.
• Keep leaf piles less than 2 feet in height.
• Keep leaves away from ditches, pipes, and culverts.
• No dirt, rocks, or large branches.

Bag them with the No Limit “Bag-and-Go” plan.
	 Residents may place bagged leaves out for collection  

	 during their regular trash pick-up day until March 30, 	
	 2008. Bags should be placed neatly next to your Supercan. 	
	 There is no bag limit during this time.

Set up composting. The Clean City Commission at  
	 646-5659 will help you with the details.

Leaf Pick-Up dates:
	 Area between Powhite and Huguenot, Dec. 15-21,  

	 Feb 18 - 29
	 Area west of Huguenot, Dec10-21, Feb. 18-29.

Neighborhood Fun
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The SCA Board

President
Jeff Donahue, 272-0978	
7615 Piney Branch Rd.

Vice President
Caitlin Zettl, 513-3826
7418 Cherokee Rd.

Treasurer
Sue Stewart, 272-2175
8143 Riverside Dr.

Secretary
Bob Call, 267-1619
8954 Cherokee Rd.

Mary Blanchard, 272-5959
8847 Riverside Dr.
Elizabeth Bolin, 560-5408
4418 Butte Rd.
John Cardwell, 330-3675	
7424 Tanglewood Rd.
Dick Grinnan, 320-6434
8811 Riverside Drive
Jean Marie Hay, 272-7031
3450 Custis Rd.
Wendy Inge, 560-0016	
4317 Wakefield Rd.
John McGrann, 323-4083
3206 Stratford Rd.
Bob Scott, 320-0007
3838 Cheverly Rd.
Jonathan Young, 320-4251
8511 Waxford Rd.
Bert Waters, 323-0618
7751 Rockfalls Dr.

Everyone 
Needs a 
Friend

Sometimes it is easi-
er to complain than to 
take action about 
Richmond Public 
Schools. One area group 
that has chosen to get 
involved and learn the 
issues on a more personal level is Friends of 
Fourth District Schools. 

The Friends of Fourth District is a non-
profit organization that supports public edu-
cation. Their mission states that they are 
dedicated to enriching the Fourth District 
public school experience for children 
through advocacy, volunteerism and 
resource development. 

Last year the group raised $1,000 
towards fourth district elementary schools 
wish lists. They have provided volunteers 
for various elementary school events, pre-
sented a zoning proposal to the School 
Board and wrote a grant to convert Westover 
Hills Elementary School’s Courtyard into a 
math and science learning center. Westover 
Hills received $3,000 for this renovation.

Their message board http://groups.yahoo.
com/group/districtfourschools provides a  
resource for residents to read the latest news 
about fourth district schools, join discus-
sions about current issues (like the appoint-
ed/elected school board debate), and hear 
about the experiences of District Four par-
ents.  Over 100 members Friends of Fourth 
District Schools span the district from the 
Fisher School to Westover Hills. 

Friends of Fourth District Schools can 
provide the link between fellow parents 

Look What’s Happening
In 4th District Schools

u Kimberly Colbert receives a $25,000 	
	 Milken Family Foundation National 		
	 Educator Award. Colbert is the science 	
	 department chair at Thompson Middle 	
	 School.

u Westover Hills Elementary’s media
		  center is getting a makeover thanks to 	
	 a READesign grant from the Heart of

		  America Foundation in collaboration
		  with Capital One
u Teams from Thompson Middle 		
	 School’s Technology Student Associa	
	 tion won two state-wide competitions 	
	 in Cyberspace Design and Technol-		
	 ogy Transfer. In addition, the school’s 	
	 teams won nine third place awards 		
	 and teacher Kathleen Stansbury was 	
	 named Outstanding Advisor for the 	
	 state

u Congratulations to Xavier Davis of
		  Huguenot High who is a 2007 Gates
		  Scholar.
u RPS was proud to announce that over 	
	 99% of the Class of 2007 have plans 		
	 to continue their education after  
	 graduation – a 24% increase over last 	
	 year’s graduating class.

Special Membership Offer for New SRA Members!
 
Have you heard the news?  New members can join Southampton Recreation Associa-
tion (3201 Chellowe Road) at current annual rates (before the rate increase in January), 
and your membership will run from October 2007 through December 2008.  Your fam-
ily can enjoy the ice rink and tennis courts for two months -- free!  SRA offers Satur-
day morning skating classes for kids, or you may sign up for private lessons or hockey 
clinics.  Our ice rink is this area’s best-kept secret and most incredible treasure.  What 
better place to learn to skate than a small, community, family-oriented ice rink?  SRA 
skaters cherish the rink and we’d love to share it with you!  Call the SRA office today 
(272-7401) to request a membership packet.  Visit our web site for more information – 
www.sra-fun.org. 

ICE-RINK OPENING PLANNED LATE NOVEMBER. 

interested in their neighborhood public 
shools.  To join, find meeting and event 
information, or to read online posts, visit 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/district-
fourschools

Signs of History

These signs mark the 
Upper Oxbow Loop 
of the recently cre-
ated John Smith Trail. 
Described as a 40-site 
water and auto tour for 
the modern explorer, 
the trail consists of three loops start-
ing in Newport News and ending in 
Richmond where the the falls of the 
James stopped Smith from travel-
ing further west. For a map of the 
complete trail go to www.virginia.
org/johnsmithtrail.


